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In 2026, the United States commemorates the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence, a document that articulated enduring ideals of liberty, 
equality, and self-government. This exhibition focuses on Benjamin Franklin and a 
lesser-known moment in the revolutionary story: his 1776 journey to Montreal, undertaken 
just months before the Declaration was signed.

Traveling north on a diplomatic mission to secure support for the American cause, Franklin 
passed through the upper Hudson Valley, including an overnight stay in present-day Glens 
Falls. Along the way, he carried more than political objectives. Franklin embodied a belief in 
education as a public good, an informed and engaged citizenry, a free press, and the 
practical use of knowledge to improve daily life.

Though his mission to Canada ultimately failed, Franklin returned to Philadelphia to help 
shape the final language of the Declaration of Independence, refining ideas that would 
define the new nation. By tracing Franklin’s journey and the principles he advanced, this 
exhibition connects local places to a pivotal national moment and invites visitors to consider 
how the ideals articulated in 1776 continue to guide and challenge the United States today.

Throughout his life, Franklin championed curiosity, self-education, and a deep sense 
of civic responsibility. He advocated for a free press, accessible public education, and 
community-based problem solving for shared challenges, helping to define what it meant 
to be an active and informed citizen. Franklin’s legacy endures not only in the political 
framework of the United States, but in the institutions, values, and community-minded 
spirit that continue to shape American life.

Join us for the exhibition opening on May 23!
Enjoy light refreshments, crafts, colonial games. 

Meet and take a photo with Ben Franklin from 11-1.
Bring the kids for Storytime at 11:30.

Free Admission all day!

Benjamin Franklin 
          Was Here, 1776
Carriage House Gallery May 23 through September 27
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Family Craft Programs
Family Crafts are typically the first Wednesday of 
each month from 3:30-4:30 p.m. This program is free 
and all supplies are included. Parental participation 
is encouraged, and supervision is required. 

Wednesday, May 6: Handprint Turtles
Wednesday, June 3: Coffee Filter Rainbows
Wednesday, July 1: Shaken Ice Cream Sundaes 
Wednesday, August 5: Palette Pops
Wednesday, September 2: DIY Fidget Keychains

What’s Happening      Chapman?at t
he

From the Collection 
In this interactive program, students in grades 4-8 
(but open to all) are invited to learn about some of the 
fascinating items in the Museum’s collection—all from 
the comfort of their own homes via the Museum’s 
YouTube Channel. Museum staff will bring artifacts 
to life on camera, delving into their significance, uses, 
and historical context. Students will also have the 
opportunity to understand the importance of 
museums and how staff collects, exhibits, cares for, 
and researches interesting artifacts from the past.
Watch for new episodes each month!

Storytime at the Museum
Join us every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in July and August for storytime, followed by a coloring activity. 
We’ll travel back in time, learn about historical figures and different cultures, and express our cre-
ativity. This program is free, and no registration is required. This program is intended for children 
ages 5-9, but all are welcome. Parental participation is encouraged, and supervision is required. 
2026 Storytime Dates and Books:

July 7: “John, Paul, George & Ben” by Lane Smith 
July 14: “Georgia’s Bones” by Jennifer Bryant
July 21: “The Good Game” by Arihhonni David
July 28: “CeeCee: Underground Railroad Cinderella” 
by Shana Keller 
Aug. 4: “Eliza: The Story of Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton” 
by Margaret McNamara
Aug. 11: “Imogene’s Last Stand” by Candace Fleming
Aug. 18: “Marching with Aunt Susan” by Claire Murphy
Aug. 26: “Some of Us: A Story of Citizenship and the 
United States” by Rajani LaRocca

The Anniversary Party Tour (NEW! for 2026)
July 22 and August 13 at 10:30 a.m.: Join us for The Anniversary Pary Tour that is specifically designed for children.
Step back in time to the year 1888 and help prepare for Mr. and Mrs. Delong’s anniversary party while exploring 
hands on activites in the rooms of the historic house. The tour runs approximatesly 30 minutes and is designed for 
children ages 5-9.  Adult suppersision and registration is required, with a maximum of 10 children per tour. 
Free with adult adimssion ($10/$7 seniors). Call (518) 793-2826 to register.



What’s Happening      Chapman?

Additional Programs 
Saturday, April 18, 2-3 p.m. Museum Scavenger Hunt at the Chapman. Free. 
During this one-hour challenge, participants will explore both the Historic DeLong House and the Museum gal-
leries in search of items. Those who complete the entire list will win a prize! This program is open to all ages. There 
will be a children’s version of the scavenger hunt, as well as a teen/adult version. Parental participation is encour-
aged, and supervision is required for those under the age of 18.

Saturday, May 23, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Exhibition Opening: “Benjamin Franklin was Here, 1776” At the Chapman. Free. 
Our summer exhibition explores Benjamin Franklin and a lesser-known chapter of the Revolution: his 1776 journey 
to Montreal to rally support for the American cause. Along the way, Franklin passed through the upper Hudson 
Valley, including an overnight stay in present-day Glens Falls. By tracing this journey, the exhibition connects our 
region to a pivotal national moment and reflects on how the ideals of 1776 still shape the nation today. Celebrate 
with free admission all day, plus light refreshments, family crafts, colonial lawn games (weather permitting), and a 
special Storytime at 11:30 a.m. featuring Benjamin Franklin Was Here, the Chapman Museum’s newest book 
starring Zopher the Mouse. Benjamin Franklin himself will also be on hand for a meet-and-greet from 11 to 1 p.m.

Saturday, July 25, 10-3 p.m.: Garden Party at the Chapman, free. (Weather Permitting) 
Join us for lawn games, a self-guided garden tour, & refreshments as we celebrate the start of summer and the 
beauty of the Museum’s green spaces. 

Thursday, June 18, 6-7 p.m.: Hops & History at Mean Max Brew Works (193 Glen Street). $15/person, with proceeds 
benefiting the Chapman Museum and Lower Adirondack Pride. 
Join us for a special Hops & History in collaboration with Lower Adirondack Pride. Test your knowledge of Broad-
way history with a fun trivia game while enjoying good company and a good brew! 

Wednesday, July 15 at 7 p.m.: Curator Talk for “Benjamin Franklin was Here, 1776” at the Chapman. Free for mem-
bers and $10 for non-members. 
Join Maureen Folk, Curator of Collections, for a special inside look at our exhibition “Benjamin Franklin Was Here, 
1776.” Learn the fascinating story of Benjamin Franklin’s stop in Glens Falls, explore his lasting impact on both local 
and national history, and discover what it really takes to bring an exhibition to life. 

Thursday, July 16, 1-2:30 p.m.: Colonial Tea Party at the Chapman. Free. 
Participants will enjoy a reading of “The Boston Tea Party” by Pamela Duncan Edwards, followed by tea (or lem-
onade and hot chocolate) and period-inspired snacks, like those enjoyed in colonial times, and have a chance to 
practice your proper “tea manners” that would have been expected in the 18th century. The fun continues with 
hands-on activities, including colonial games like hoop & stick and nine-pin bowling on the Chapman front lawn 
(weather permitting). If the weather doesn’t cooperate, we’ll head into the gallery for a special scavenger hunt. 
Colonial-era dress is encouraged but not required. This program is intended for children ages 5-9 but is open to all. 
Parental participation is encouraged, and supervision is required. This program is free but does require registra-
tion. Registration is required by Wednesday, July 15, by 4 p.m. To register, please call (518)793-2826.

Thursday, August 20, 6-8 p.m. Paint with Patrice at the Chapman. $35/person, $30 for members.

Opportunities for School Groups
Use our Local History resources to engage your students and enhance classroom learning. School 
programs incorporate visual literacy components and primary documents, in support of New York State 
learning standards for grades 2-8. All of our programs can be presented at the Chapman and many of 
them in your classroom. These programs are also available to bus groups, scout troops, civic 
organizations, homeschool groups, senior centers, and residential communities. 

Programs Offered: History Mysteries, Museum Scavenger Hunt, The Feeder Canal, Dig into History, 
Logs, Lumbermen & Lifestyle and Unlocking Independence Escape Room (NEW! for 2026). 

For more information, please contact Becca Tommell at educator@ChapmanMuseum.org 
or call (518)793-2826. 

The Anniversary Party Tour (NEW! for 2026)
July 22 and August 13 at 10:30 a.m.: Join us for The Anniversary Pary Tour that is specifically designed for children.
Step back in time to the year 1888 and help prepare for Mr. and Mrs. Delong’s anniversary party while exploring 
hands on activites in the rooms of the historic house. The tour runs approximatesly 30 minutes and is designed for 
children ages 5-9.  Adult suppersision and registration is required, with a maximum of 10 children per tour. 
Free with adult adimssion ($10/$7 seniors). Call (518) 793-2826 to register.



Glens Falls Walking Tours
Walking tours will begin at 11 a.m. on most Fridays throughout June, July, and August and run 
for 1-1.5 hours. All tours must have a minimum of four participants to run. No more than 15 
participants per tour. 

Downtown Glens Falls Tour 
This tour explores the major historical events and figures that shaped Glens Falls, from the 
signing of the original land patent to becoming one of the most prosperous cities in New York. 
Participants can park at the Chapman Museum in the lot behind the Museum off Bacon Street.
Dates: June 5, July 17, $20/person, $15 for members. 

Warren Street Tour
From St. Mary’s Church to the Hyde Collection, this tour runs up and down Warren Street with 
a look at the important figures who lived here and their many contributions to the success of 
the greater Glens Falls region. Participants can park behind St. Mary’s Church in the designated 
church parking lot. Please meet in front of St. Mary’s Church, where the tour will begin. 
Dates: June 12 and July 24, $20/person, $15 for members. 

More of Glens Falls Tour
This tour looks at more of the historic buildings, businesses, and people that shaped Glens 
Falls! This time, we’ll visit locations on Bacon Street, Sherman Avenue, Union Street, and more! 
Participants can park at the Chapman Museum in the lot behind the Museum off Bacon Street.
Dates: June 26 and August 28, $20/person, $15 for members. 

Behind the Business Tour
This tour highlights some of the lesser-known Glens Falls businesses on the west side of the 
downtown business district from the 1860s to the 1950s. Participants can park at the Chapman 
Museum in the lot behind the Museum off Bacon Street. 
Dates: June 19 and July 31, $20/person, $15 for members. 

The HER-Story of Glens Falls Tour
This tour showcases remarkable women and their connections to Glens Falls. Some were born 
and raised here, while others only passed through, but each of their stories plays a vital role 
in shaping the history of the area. Participants can park at the Chapman Museum in the lot 
behind the Museum off Bacon Street.
Dates: July 3 and August 21, $20/person, $15 for members. 

Dining Out Tour (New for 2026!)
Inspired by our 2025 exhibition, “Dining Out”, this tour highlights local restaurants, past and 
present, that have shaped our region and filled our stomachs. We will be discussing the history 
of these special places, including their original owners, the food they served, and more. Partici-
pants can park at the Chapman Museum in the lot behind the Museum off Bacon Street.
Dates: July 10 and August 14, $20/person, $15 for members. 
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Glens Falls Haunted Walking Tour 
and Campfire Tales
October dates TBD: $20/person, $15 for members. 

Save the Date!
Cemetery Tour
Saturday, September 26: Pineview Cemetery
$25/person, $20 for members (golf cart add $10)



Conversations with the Past
The Chapman is proud to present our monthly symposium on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. This series seeks to stimulate discussions about how and why history is relevant to us today. 
Whether we are talking about the origin of the Adirondack Park within the context of modern envi-
ronmental conservation or COVID-19’s relevance in the longer history of epidemiology, history has a 
lot to teach us, so long as we converse with it. If you miss one of our lectures, you can find recordings 
on our YouTube channel – Chapman Museum. 

Wednesday, May 13: Andrew Menzie, The Last of the Mohicans at 200: Cooper’s Classic tale, the Local 
Events that Inspired it, and its Cultural Impacts Across Two Centuries, at the Chapman. Free for members 
and $10 for non-members. 
Wednesday, June 10: Sean Kelleher, Benjamin Franklin Slept Here: The Founding Father’s Failed Mission 
to Make Canada the 14th Colony, at the Chapman. Free for members and $10 for non-members. 
Wednesday, July 8: Kaleb Winters, Verplanck Colvin: Surveyor of the Adirondacks, at the Chapman. Free 
for members and $10 for non-members. 
Wednesday, August 12: Noah Chirnomas, Among the Islands, at the Chapman. Free for members and 
$10 for non-members. 
Wednesday, September 16: Bill Loughrey, Charles Evans Hughes: Leadership at America’s Crossroads, 
7 p.m.  At the Chapman. Free for members, $10 for non-members. 

If you have a presentation you would like to propose as a part of this series, contact Becca Tommell at 
educator@chapmanmuseum.org. 

Subscribe to the Chapman’s YouTube Channel!
Help us reach our new goal of 2000 subscribers.
Subscribe here:
www.youtube.com/@chapmanmuseum518
 

Past Program Highlights

Maureen Folk’s curator talk, By River, 
Road, & Rail

Polinator Garden Planting Unlocking Independence Escape Room

Paint with Patrice Candle making workshop Becca and Rose outreach at Glens 
Falls Symphony event.



SOCIAL MEDIACheck us out on
Instagram and Facebook:
Talk About it Tuesday
Wednesday Program Post
and Friday Trivia

Weekly E-Blasts announcing 
programs, exhibits, and events!

Please Follow Us!!
See our past programs and talks 
on our YouTube Channel

COLLECTIONS

Collection of photographs of John Apperson 
in Lake George, 1910-1960, 2025.28

Resolution of the Sister City Relationship 
between Glens Falls and Saga City, Sept. 23, 
1988, donated by Doris Herwig 2026.2.1

Empire Theater Ticket, ca. 1910
Donated by Bonnie Fuller 2025.29.1

Windfield Designs banks and flats, 
ca. 1990, donated by the Folklife 
Center at Crandall Library 2025.24

14 print blocks and three 
publications by Elizabeth 
Eggleston Seelye, ca. 1895, 
donated by Janie Davies 
Fitzgerald 2025.23

48 Stereoview images of Glens Falls 
and the surrounding region. 
Donated by William Jaeger 2025.22



       EXHIBITIONS

Wait...There’s MORE!
Empire Theater Ticket, ca. 1910
Donated by Bonnie Fuller 2025.29.1

Stoddard Gallery  These exhibits made possible by the estate of Joseph Cutshall-King

Warren Street, 1870-1890, on view April 21 – July 12, 2026
When Seneca Ray Stoddard (1843-1917) moved to Glens Falls in the 1860s, 
the village was teeming with activity. Two decades later, this was still the case, 
with local industries shipping goods along the Feeder Canal and new com-
mercial businesses springing up downtown. Warren Street served as a thor-
oughfare between Sandy Hill (Hudson Falls), Fort Edward, and Glens Falls.
Elegant homes and institutions lined Warren Street, including the Halsey 
Wing residence, which once stood on the site of today’s Hyde Collection and 
reflected the prosperity of Glens Falls’ leading families. Warren Street was also 
a center of entertainment, anchored by the Opera House, where residents 

gathered for performances, lectures, and social events. This period of growth was punctuated by dramatic challenges, 
from the devastating fire of 1884, which reshaped parts of the downtown, to the Blizzard of 1888, when deep snow and 
bitter cold brought daily life to a halt. Together, these events mark this period as one of profound change that would 
define Glens Falls for generations to come.

Bicentennial & Semiquincentennial Quilts on view in 2026 in the 2nd floor bedrooms
The Semiquincentennial Quilt was produced by 23 women of the Wings Falls Quilters 
Guild in 2025 to commemorate the nation’s 250th anniversary, building on a legacy that 
began fifty years ago when 30 local women produced the Bicentennial Quilt. 

In predominately red, white, and blue, the Semiquincentennial Quilt design highlights 
notable Glens Falls landmarks, including the Crandall Public Library, Glens Falls Hospital, 
City Hall, and the Chapman Museum. Traditional quilt blocks such as log cabin, maple leaf, 
pine tree, New York beauty, and Ohio star are incorporated alongside applique of flag, 
shield, and wreath. The quilt backing is printed with stars on blue fabric.

West Point, on view July 14 – Oct. 4, 2026
West Point Military Academy was established in 1802, but the site served an 
important role in the American Revolution. Both the American and British 
armies realized the strategic importance of West Point’s location on a prom-
inent plateau of the west side of the Hudson River. General George Wash-
ington considered it to be the most important strategic location in America 
and in 1778, he selected Thaddeus Kosciuszko to design fortifications at 
the site. He transferred his headquarters to West Point in 1779. Forts, gun 
batteries, and redoubts were constructed to brace for British invasion. Though heavily targeted, the post was never taken.

By the time Seneca Ray Stoddard visited in the 1890s, West Point had evolved into a rigorous academic and military 
institution, where cadets balanced classroom instruction with daily drills and discipline. Its graduates played a crucial role 
in shaping the nation’s early infrastructure designing canals, harbors, roads, and landmarks such as the Washington Mon-
ument. Many of which have gone on to distinguish themselves in fields ranging from engineering and science to govern-
ment and business. From a fortified stronghold of the Revolution to a premier institution of leadership, West Point stands 
as a lasting symbol of the nation’s commitment to service, innovation, and defense.

Featured Image: S.R. Stoddard (1843–1917), West Point. “Setting Up” Drill, 1889, Chapman Museum 1977.218.5238

Featured Image: S.R. Stoddard (1843-1917), Glens Falls, Warren Street, ca. 1880, donated by Sister Mary Ancilla, C.S.J. 1976.62.3
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Grants & Foundation Support
The Waldo T. Ross & Ruth S. Ross 
	 Charitable Trust Foundation
The Leo Cox Beach 
	 Philanthropic Foundation
Touba Family Foundation
Town of Queensbury
City of Glens Falls
The Glens Falls Foundation
Sandy Hill Foundation

We Love our Volunteers
Thank you for your dedication and time 
devoted to the Museum. We couldn’t 
operate without you!
Robert Bayle — 28 YEARS!
Ellen Dinolfo — 15 years
Carol Norton —15 years
Barbara Petrush — 12 years
Beatriz Roman — 12 years
Rose O’Callaghan — 5 years
Harriet Santisi — 4 years
Kellie Abbott — 4 years
Liz Barbieri — 4 years
Pam Dausman —3 year 
Jean Kay — 3 years

GET INVOLVED! 
BE A CHAPMAN VOLUNTEER 
Call (518) 793-2826 or go to
www.ChapmanMuseum.org

Events—Save the Date

Major Sponsors—Thank you!
IBEW Local 236
Vella, Carbone and Vinson, LLP
Hilltop Construction
Robert Terwilliger
Cassella Waste
Impression Cleans
Glens Falls Printing
Queensbury Hotel

Visit
Hours:
Tuesday – Saturday, 10 am. – 4 p.m.
Sunday, noon – 4 p.m.

Admission – suggested donation
Adults: $10
Seniors: $7
Children under 12: Free
Museum members, veterans, and 
active duty military: Free

Shop News
Visit the Chapman Museum 
mercantile as a shopping 
source for unique gifts, maps, 
prints, and books by local 
authors on regional history.
Great gifts!
Folkmanis puppets
Seneca Ray Stoddard Prints
Ornaments by Cedar+Pearl 

38th Annual 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
August 29 at Cronins
chapmanmuseum.org

SUMMER SUMMER 
BLASTBLAST

Fort William Henry CARRIAGE HOUSE
August 6,  6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

Fun for the whole familiy! Great 
food, games, trivia, auction,

 dancing, cash bar & FIREWORKS

WINE

Chocolate
and

Garden Tour
Would you like your beautiful garden to be 
on our July 25th garden tour?  
Call Becca at (518) 793-2826

20th ANNUAL
Wine & Chocolate
Tasting Event
Friday, November 13
5:30–8 p.m.
at the Queensbury Hotel

WINE

Chocolate
and

Tasting

a Finer 
Expe�ence

EXCLUSIVE WINE 
AND FOOD PAIRINGS

A Finer Experience:
Exclusive Wine & Food 
Pairings
Thursday, November 12
 6–8 pm

518-793-2826 / ChapmanMuseum.org
$85/pp, $75/members, $80/under 35


